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(Band 64. Heft 4, 1907.) 

1. Acute Exfoliations of the Skin in General Paresis. Theodore Zahn. 

2. Alcohol and Suicide. Kurbitz. 

3. Skull Measurements and Calling. Lomer. 

4. Association Tests as an Aid to Diagnosis. Bolte. 

5. Dementia Praecox and Manic-depressive Insanity. Thomson. 

1. Acute Exfoliations of the Skin in General Paresis. —Trophic dis¬ 
turbances of various kinds have been observed in general paresis and 
reported by many authors. As a contribution to the subject the author 
gives the histories of nine cases which came under observation at the 
Wurzburg Psychiatric Clinic, during a period of 11 years. Of these, 
seven were instances of acute exfoliative conditions which came on near 
the end of the disease, were accompanied by severe gen'eral disturbances 
and ended with the death of the patient. In two other cases similar 
troubles came on during the course of the disease, but were accompanied 
by little constitutional disturbance and eventually healed, though there 
was recurrence later. In all the cases the trouble began as a bullous 
eruption, usually suddenly, the blebs dried or ruptured and there was 
gradual healing or the production of a more or less deep ulcer, in either 
case with much exfoliation of skin. 1 The condition could in no case be 
attributed to uncleanliness or to trauma and there was no direct evidence 
of infection. The lesions were in no case limited to a special nerve or 
segmental area. 

In the spinal cords from some of the cases there was degeneration 
more or less marked in the posterior and lateral columns. The cells 
of the gray matter were not degenerated. In one severe case in which 
the lesion consisted in the development of blebs on both feet, the author 
found in the first right sacral ganglion decided changes consisting in 
hemorrhagic exudation, proliferation of the capsular epithelium, and pale¬ 
ness and indistinctness of the granulations of the nerve cells. The nerve 
roots both afferent and efferent showed perineuritis. The corresponding 
ganglion on the left side was lost but its nerve roots showed perineuritis. 
The fourth lumbar ganglion on the left showed slight hemorrhage. The 
author while he thinks these changes not without importance hesitates 
to attribute the lesions of the skin observed to them. He seems to feel 
more inclined to regard some not well made out infectious process as at 
the bottom of both troubles. He adds to his description of these cases 
reports of a case of herpes zoster and of one of sudden edema of the 
left leg, both in general paretics. It should be added that in the cases 
which he examined post-mortem, the peripheral nerves in no case showed 
change. 

2. Alcohol and Suicide. —The author studies the mental condition of 
alcoholics who have attempted suicide, as illustrated in twenty cases from 
the Konigsberg Psychiatric Clinic. In all of these there was a history 
of heavy drinking, in some combined with mental or physical shock, in 
others acting upon a constitution herditarily defective. In nearly all the 
attempt was directly traceable to a condition of dread, resulting from 
hallucinations and illusions. In some cases there were epileptiform 
attacks. In conclusion the author considers the medico-legal aspects of 
these cases and urges that the authorities should take more immediate 
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cognizance of those instances in which an alcoholic is threatening his 
family or neighbors, to the end that the many tragedies which occur may 
be avoided. In Germany at any rate he thinks there are entirely too few 
institutions for the care and cure—when possible—of chronic alcoholics. 

3. Skull Measurements and Calling .—The author made skull measure¬ 
ments on a material of 210 paupers, 382 insane patients, almost all chronic 
cases, and 58 insane criminals, all males. These people^ came almost 
exclusively from the lower walks of life and chiefly from the country. 
He divides them somewhat arbitrarily into the following classes, “ workers, 
handworkers, peasants, merchants, officials, educated classes and no call¬ 
ing.” He tabulates his results giving the average by classes and as to men¬ 
tal condition, of the circumference of the skull, average sum of the 
greatest transverse and antero-posterior arcs, average sum of the greatest 
transverse and greatest antero-posterior diameters. Consideration of the 
results shows that in head circumference the workers stand at the bottom 
of the scale. Next come handworkers, merchants, officials and educated 
people (of course under the last there are included only the lower class 
of officials, and of the educated classes only those who have been unable 
to keep up and have fallen to a lower stratum). Remarkable is the 
figure for head circumference among the peasants, the highest in the 
scale. 

Another surprise is that the circumference of the. head in the insane 
workman is on an average 0.6 cm. and in the criminal insane 1.0 cm. 
greater than in the normal persons. A similar difference of 1.4 cm is 
found among the handworkers. 

He finds in general: (1) That among the insane the cranial meas¬ 
urements were greater than among the sane; that (2) in the class of 
persons studied, the lowest in the scale, the workingman, showed both 
sane and insane the lowest average measurements; (3) the skull meas¬ 
urements of the mentally sound peasants were markedly high; (4) the 
measurements in handworkers, merchants and small officials average 
about the same. The cranial indices ran from 78.95 for the insane 
peasants to 83.87 for the insane educated people. Only 162 of the 650 
skulls measured showed the mesocephalic type, the rest were brachy- 
cephalic. Not one was dolichocephalic. 

4. Association Tests as an Aid to Diagnosis .—That experimental 
psychological methods have so far not gained great popularity, as applied 
to the diagnosis of mental diseases, is due chiefly to the expensive appar¬ 
atus and the time required in making the minute reaction time measure¬ 
ments which psychologists have insisted upon. With some practice and 
no more expensive an armentarium than a stop watch the author thinks 
very valuable information can be gained by testing association as to time 
and method of reaction, and urges that it should be applied as a routine 
procedure to each case coming under examination. He has not found 
Sommers’ scheme satisfactory as a whole, and prefers one in which the 
test words are not arranged in special categories basing the one he uses 
mainly on that recommended by Jung. To gain a true basis of com¬ 
parison he thinks that the same list of words should always be used and 
that the test should be made by the same individual in each case. He 
sums up the advantages of the method as follows: (1) It is a simple 
method of fixing in an objective manner many symptoms, especially the 
general bearing of the patient. (2) In clear and orderly thought the con¬ 
ception of a definite aim preponderates over all the more cloudy psycho- 
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physical tendencies. In aimless associative thinking on the contrary, 
the subconscious and indefinite elements of the mental life make them¬ 
selves more strongly felt. The partial elimination of volition, and loosing 
of involuntary tendencies tend to bring out symptoms which would other¬ 
wise only be found later in the disease or not at all. (3) New symptoms 
of the disease may be found. (4) Testing of the association may throw 
some light upon the not yet satisfactorily solved question of intelligence 
testing. (5) Association testing affords some insight into the course of 
the disease while of course disturbances in association are not always 
proportional to the other symptoms. That the affective condition of 
the subject at the time may exert a powerful influence upon the associa¬ 
tion reaction is well known and of late it has been proposed to utilize 
this in the examination of criminals. 

According to Jung, as soon as a psychical complex accentuated by 
an affect is touched upon by the stimulating word: (1) The reaction 
time is lengthened eventually with the irradiation of the disturbance to 
the following reaction. (2) It causes the subject to forget what he has 
already answered. (3) Some conceptions from the complex already 
touched upon in the course of the experiment force themselves in where 
they have no apparent connection, often against the will of the subject. 
(4) In critical positions “ cover-reactions ” such as citations, sentences, 
sound-associations (“ klangassoziationen ”) occur. The study of the 
associations is recommended especially in the investigation of the neuroses. 
As illustrating this the author gives the results obtained by it's applica¬ 
tion in several cases. 

5- Dementia Pracox and Manic-depressive Insanity .—Charged with 
a review of the relations of these two forms of mental disease for the 
meeting of the Psychiatric Society of the Rhine Provinces, the author 
brings out the chief points in differential diagnosis. The distinction is 
important particularly from the point of view of prognosis. The author 
finds on the one hand that an absolute diagnosis is not always possible, 
at any rate at the start, and on the other he makes the point that the 
prognosis in dementia pnecox is not necessarily entirely unfavorable, 
since some cases, at least, practically recover. Summing up he concludes. 
That the term dementia prascox since it leads often to wrong assumptions 
and conclusions in relation to prognosis might well disappear from our 
psychiatric nomenclature. Nevertheless it can not be disputed that we 
have in hebephrenia, katatonia and dementia paranoides clinical pictures 
of conditions whose external and internal relationship are shown espe¬ 
cially in diagnostic and prognostic indications, provided we only place 
in_ this group the cases which begin in the first half of life. If we do 
this we have a clinical group which comprehends these three conditions. 
This group is characterized by a number of common symptoms which 
serve to separate it from the other psychoses of this period of life, 
especially from manic-depressive insanity. The more marked the 
“katatonic symptom-complex” is, the more certainly any particular case 
would seem to belong to this group. The “Katatonia group” seems to 
the author a better name for these cases than dementia praecox. While 
compared to the manic-depressive group the prognosis in these cases is 
in general much less favorable, the author warns that for the prognosis 
in any one case we have no absolute criteria, hence advises caution in 
utterances on this subject. 


Allen (Los Angeles). 
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Metameric Disturbances of Sensibility. Benedict (Wiener klin. 

Wochenschrift, 1907, No. 3). 

A man of 47 developed headache, dizziness, tinnitus, disturbances of 
speech, ptosis and analgesia of the left half of the body. An organic 
disorder of the right hemisphere, from lues, probably a thrombosis, seemed 
to be present. The chief interest in the case lay in the peculiar distri¬ 
bution of the analgesia, viz., the regions of the inferior branch of the 
trigeminus, the 1st to 3d dorsal, the 7th to 9th dorsal and the 4th lumbar 
zones. Therefore, there seems to be no doubt that hemianalgesia in 
lesions of the sensory centers may present an exquisite segmentation. 

C. E. Atwood (New York). 

Epileptic State Treated by Lumbar Puncture. A. Pinchot et P. 

Casting (L’Encephale, 1907). 

A case where the attacks were reduced from 166 in three days and a 
half to their normal of between 8 and 24 a month with some attacks of 
“petit mal.” The tension of the liquid was very high at each of the five 
punctures made (with the exception of the last) within twenty-one days. 
The authors consider the procedure should be practiced, as in the cases 
of Babinski’s voltaic vertigo, hydrocephalus, syphilitic headache and 
cerebral tumor. 


Tom. A. Williams (Washington, D. C.). 



